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Revised ERNLLCA team 

 

The new ERNLLCA team is now fully in place.  Executive Officer, Alan Barker, will be 
working two days a week.  Alan will be responsible for the governance and management 
of the Association but, time permitting, will help out with training and the Desktop Advi-
sory Service; our Local Councils Development Officer, Steve Shaw-Wright, will be in the 
office on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and will primarily deal with enquiries to 
the Desktop Advisory Service and training delivery.   

 

Ruth Johnson-Ross joined us at the beginning of January as our new Administration Of-
ficer.  Ruth is employed for twenty hours a week and will be in the office working Tues-
days through to Friday. 

Transparency Code 

 

Time is running out for small parish councils with an annual turnover of less than 
£25,000 (net of VAT) to apply for funding to comply with the Code of Conduct. 

 

The last date for submission of an application is 12 February 2018 and there will be no 

opportunity to submit beyond that date. 

 

Councils are reminded that compliance with the Code is a legal requirement and internal 
auditors will need to see evidence that councils are engaging.  We therefore urge coun-
cils which have not yet applied to do so without delay.   

 

The application form is available from the Home page of the ERNLLCA website or by 
email from enquiries@ernllca.info 

 

Even if your council has had funding in previous years, you can still apply for annual 
running costs such as the Clerk’s time; website fees and broadband charges. 

 

We do not want any of our member councils to miss out on this opportunity. 

mailto:enquiries@ernllca.info
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GDPR 

 

On 25 May 2018 the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) will come into effect in 
the European Union and therefore across the United Kingdom.  The GDPR will replace 
the Data Protection Act (DPA) and will bring in extended rights for individuals in respect 
of access to any data held about them.  It will also place greater obligations on organisa-
tions which process personal data.  GDPR will apply to parish and town councils and 
there are significant, and therefore potentially time-consuming, enhancements to the 
control of, and means of access to, data.  All councils will have to plan for how they will 
engage with GDPR. 
 
ERNLLCA is offering six briefing events at various locations across our area.   
 
Please book your place by completing and returning the booking form on the ERNLLCA 

website.  There is no charge for these events. 

 

ERNLLCA will be issuing further information about GDPR over the next few months. 

 

 
Date 

 
Time 

 
Venue 

 
Referenc

e 

 
Monday 19 February 2018 

 
10.00am to 

12 noon 
Courtyard, Goole 

 
A 

 
Monday 19 February 2018 

 
2.00pm to 
4.00pm 

Driffield Community Centre 
 

B 

 
Tuesday 20 February 2018 

 
10.00am to 

12 noon 
Tickton Village Hall 

 
C 

 
Tuesday 20 February 2018 

 
2.00pm to 
4.00pm 

Meridian Centre, Withernsea 
 

D 

 
Wednesday 21 February 2018 

 
10.00am to 

12 noon 
The Angel Suite, Brigg 

 
E 

 
Wednesday 21 February 2018 

 
2.00pm to 
4.00pm 

Grimsby Town Hall 
 

F 

 

Review of local government ethical standards 

 

The Committee on Standards in Public Life has advised that it will be launching a review 
of local government ethical standards by the end of January, focussing on councillor 
conduct (codes, sanctions, investigation and interests). The first part of the review will be 
a stakeholder consultation open until mid-May 2018 to get submissions from as wide a 
range of councils and local government organisations as possible.  Further details will be 
available shortly including a survey of councils and county associations which will form 
the basis of a response to the review. 



 

 

Notification of external auditor appointments from 2018 on-
wards  

 

Under powers set out in Regulation 3 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regula-
tions 2015, Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments Ltd (SAAA) was appointed by the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government as "a person specified to ap-
point local auditors" and as the Sector Led Body for smaller authorities. Smaller authori-
ties are those whose gross annual income or expenditure is less than £6.5 million.  
 
Under the Regulations, SAAA is responsible for appointing external auditors to all appli-
cable opted-in smaller authorities, for setting the terms of appointment for limited assur-
ance reviews and for managing the contracts with the appointed audit firms. All member 
councils in the ERNLLCA area have opted-in to the central procurement process and an 
external auditor has been appointed for them for the 5 year period commencing with the 
financial year 2017/18. The auditor is PKF Littlejohn whose contact details are:  
1 Westferry Circus, Canary Wharf, London, E14 4HD. Tel: 020 7516 2200.  
E-mail: sba@pkf-littlejohn.com  
 

Exempt authorities  
There are various changes to the legislation taking effect from 2017/18, most notably 
the potential for authorities where the higher of income or expenditure for the year was 
£25,000 or less, to declare themselves as 'exempt' from a limited assurance review by 
an external auditor if they meet certain qualifying criteria. However, all authorities, even 
if they declare themselves 'exempt', will still need to fully complete and publish an  
annual return.  
 
The Annual Return  
From 1 April 2018 the Annual Return will be known as the "Annual Governance and Ac-
countability Return" and will need to be completed in accordance "proper practices" as 
set out in 'Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England, a Practitio-
ners' Guide', and then be published in accordance with the applicable Transparency 
Codes. The new, Annual Governance and Accountability Return forms will be sent out 
by PKF Littlejohn LLP electronically at the end of the financial year. It is assumed that 
your authority is willing and able to accept documents electronically by e-mail.  The re-
turn can either be completed electronically or printed off and completed manually.  
 
Scales of audit fees  
The Table below sets out the scales of audit fees for smaller authorities that complete 
their Annual Returns fully and accurately within the required timescales, and provide the 
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INCOME/EXPENDITURE BAND (£)  FEE FOR LIMITED ASSURANCE REVIEW 
(£)  

0 - 25,000  0  
25,001 - 50,000  200  
50,001 - 100,000  300  
100,001 - 200,000  400  
200,001 - 300,000  600  
300,001 - 400,000  800  
400,001 - 500,000  1,000  
500,001 - 750,000  1,300  
750,001 - 1,000,000  1,600  
1,000,001 - 2,000,000  2,000  
2,000,001 - 3,000,000  2,400  
3,000,001 - 4,000,000  2,800  
4,000,001 - 5,000,000  3,200  
5,000,001 - 6,500,000  3,600  

 



 

 

 

Council Tax Referendum Principles 2018/2019 

 

On 18 December, the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Gov-
ernment, Sajid Javid MP, announced the provisional local government fi-
nance settlement for 2018/2019 to the House of Commons.  
 
Since the introduction of council tax referendums in 2012-13, no referen-
dum principles have been set for the parish sector although the Govern-
ment has made it clear that it would keep this under review and take action 
if necessary. Ahead of the 2017-18 round of council tax setting, the Govern-
ment issued a challenge to parishes to demonstrate restraint when setting 
precept increases that were not a direct result of taking on additional re-
sponsibilities, and to make precept decisions more transparent to local tax-
payers. The average increase set by the sector in 2017-18 was 6.3% and 
the Government indicated that continued deferral of referendum principles 
would be dependent upon it receiving clear evidence of how the sector is 
responding to the challenge.  
 
In response, parishes provided details of a range of activities around fiscal 
responsibility, transparency and engagement and use of other sources of 
income. There has been development of good practice county-level en-
gagement regarding significant precept increases and publishing the Good 
Councillors’ Guide to Finance and Transparency.  Having noted this work 
and NALC’s request for longer-term certainty to aid financial planning, the 
Government intends to defer the setting of referendum principles for town 
and parish councils for three years. However, this is conditional upon:  

 the sector taking all available steps to mitigate the need for council 
tax increases, including the use of reserves where they are not al-
ready earmarked for other uses or for “invest to save” projects 
which will lower on-going costs, and;  

 the Government seeing clear evidence of restraint in the increases 
set by the sector as a whole.  

 
The Department for Communities and Local Government issued a technical 
consultation for the proposals on 19 December.  The National Association 
response states that if the sector is to respond effectively and efficiently to 
the range of fiscal challenges and onward devolution, that the same confi-
dence and certainty in referendum principles that is afforded to principal 
councils should be extended to local councils. NALC supports a multi-year 
initiative within which time council tax referendum principles would not be 
extended to the parish sector to provide not only much needed financial 
certainty but also sufficient breathing space needed by the sector to re-
dress the imbalance caused by changes to the tax base and loss/reduction 
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Councillors’ financial responsibilities 
 

We have been asked to offer a set of single evening training sessions on 
councillors’ financial responsibilities.  The evening will cover: The statutory 
responsibilities of both Councillors and Clerks; Who makes the financial 
decisions; The difference between internal and external audit and how that 
differs from “control”; Monitoring and budgetary control; Management of 
risk; Preparation of the Precept; What financial information should be pub-
lished and when; The public’s rights; and Who is ultimately liable? 

 
The charge is 18.75 + VAT per person for Councils with an electorate of 
2000 and under; and £37.50 + VAT per person for Councils with an elector-
ate of over 2000. 
 
Below is a table showing the dates and venues of the training sessions 
which start at 7.00pm and end at 9.00pm.   
 

 
Date 

 
Time 

 
Venue 

 
Choice 

 
Wednesday 28 February 2018 

 
7.00pm 

 
The Pavilion, New Waltham  

 
G 

 
Thursday 8 March 2018 

 
7.00pm 

 
Meridian Centre, Withernsea 

 
H 

 
Monday 12 March 2018 

 
7.00pm 

 
Angel Suite, Brigg 

 
I 

 
Thursday 15 March 2018 

 
7.00pm 

 
Courtyard, Goole 

 
J 

 
Thursday 22 March 2018 

 
7.00pm 

 
Wilberfoss Community Centre 

 
K 

 
Monday 26 March 2018 

 
7.00pm 

 
Cass Hall, Driffield 

 
L 

 


